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CEC Endorses Bill to Address COVID-Related Learning Loss  
  
While COVID has had a significant impact on our country's health 
and economy,  I fear the damage done to our youth's education 
will have a much longer effect. 
  
Last Friday, Senators Mazie Hirono (D-HI) and Cory Booker (D-NJ) 
introduced the Learning Opportunity and Achievement Act, a bill 
aimed at improving distance and blended learning and addressing 
learning loss in K-12 schools brought on by the pandemic. 
  
This legislation promotes professional development for educators, 
provides support for tutoring services, and addresses research and 
best practices to improve equity in education for students who 
have been disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. 
The bill also requires the U.S. Department of Education to conduct 
research on how to address instructional loss brought on by COVID
-19. This legislation has garnered support from a variety of stake-
holders, including CEC. 

  
 
 
Read more about the bill 
here. 

 

  

Fall 2020 

NC CHILDREN AND YOUTH ACTION NETWORK 
(CAN)  

 
Lynn R. Zubov, PhD. 

NC CEC CAN Coordinator  

https://www.hirono.senate.gov/news/press-releases/hirono-booker-announce-legislation-to-improve-distance-and-blended-learning-for-k-12-schools-during-covid-19


Don’t miss 

NC CEC 34th Annual Conference 

 

Feb 25 –27, 2021 

Virtual 

Keynote Speaker:  

Dr. Marilyn Friend  

 

 

“Education is the most powerful weapon you can use to change the world” 
          Nelson Mandela 

AIR Publishes Brief Discussing Survey Results 
on COVID-19 and Students With Disabilities 

 

The American Institutes for Research (AIR) re-

cently published a brief outlining survey results 

regarding the effect of COVID-19 on the admin-

istration of services to students with disabili-

ties. 

AIR used results from the “National Survey of 

Public Education’s Response to COVID-19” to 

illustrate how districts perceived the ease of 

providing resources and services to students 

with disabilities in compliance with federal law 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. The results are 

based off of responses from 744 of the 753 par-

ticipating school districts and are separated by 

high vs. low-poverty areas and rural vs. urban 

locations. 

The brief shows that 73% of districts reported 

significant difficulties in administering instruc-

tional accommodations and several districts 

designed new and unique mechanisms through 

which instruction was administered. 

Read the brief here 

CEC Policy Brief 
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https://www.air.org/sites/default/files/COVID-Survey-Spotlight-on-Students-with-Disabilities-FINAL-Oct-2020.pdf


Legislative Summit 

 

LET YOUR VOICE 
BE HEARD 

 
Plan on joining us for the  

2021 Special Education 
Legislative Summit 

 
When: July 2021 
Where: TBD 
 
This is not your typical “sit and 

get” event. At the summit you 

will be briefed on the latest 

proposals under consideration 

by the Administration and 

Congress. We’ll guide you to 

make appointments with your 

Senators and Representatives, 

arm you with information that 

will resonate in Congress, and 

prepare you to tell your stories 

in a way that will have a lasting 

impact.  

Typically, each July, CEC along with CASE, sponsor, the Special Educa-
tion Legislative Summit (SELS) in Washington, D.C.. SELS is an oppor-
tunity for educators, other professionals, and parents from across the 
country to make a difference by advocating for change with Members 
of Congress.  However, due to COVID-19, this year’s SELS event was 
held virtual and over the time span of two weeks from July 13-24, 
2020. 

Holding the event virtually allowed many more individuals to attend.  
This year, there were over 50 NC CEC members that attended SLES. As 
a team, North Carolina visited ten congressional offices including both 
Senators offices and 8 out of the 13 Representatives.  

 Our points of advocacy included education appropriations and the 
request for Congress to fully fund IDEA, keeping public funds in public 
schools, mental health, and shortages of  professionals in the field 
special education, and the impact of COVID. Click here for more infor-
mation about the summit along with the Issues Briefs. Interested in 
participating in 2021? Visit https://cec.sped.org/Policy-and-Advocacy  
or email  Lynn Zubov @ Lzubov@triad.rr.com or Julie Bost @  
jibost@uncg.edu.  

The NC team visited the offices of Senators Richard Burr and Thom 
Tillis along with Representatives Butterfield, Price, Walker, Rouzer, 
Rusthoven, McCabe, Christie, & Davis .  
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The 2020 Special Education Legislative 
Summit (SELS) 

Some the NC Team are  pictured  here: 
Top row, left to right: Hollie Mason, Julie Bost, Lynn Zubov 
Bottom Row: Nancy Mamlin, Diane Coffey & Dale Baker 

https://exceptionalchildren.org/events/special-education-legislative-summit-2020
https://exceptionalchildren.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/AllBriefs_2020.pdf
https://cec.sped.org/Policy-and-Advocacy
mailto:jibost@uncg.edu


 


